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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST B-2875 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

NAME 
HISTORIC 

Dr« Merrellett's Academy, YMCA of Govans, Govans Masonic Temple 
AND/OR COMMON 

Govans VFW Post #2^70 

LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

510 Harwood -ftoad 
CITY. YOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Baltimore VICINITY OF _ j 
STATE COUNTY 

Maryland 

CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE 

_DISTRICT —PUBLIC —OCCUPIED —AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 
X X 
_BUILDING(S) —PRIVATE —UNOCCUPIED —COMMERCIAL — PARK 
—STRUCTURE __60TH —WORK IN PROGRESS —EDUCATIONAL —PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

—SITE PUBLIC ACQUISIT ION ACCESSIBLE - E N T E R T A I N M E N T —RELIGIOUS 

—OBJECT —IN PROCESS —YES: RESTRICTED —GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC 

— BEING CONSIDERED — YES: UNRESTRICTED —INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

„ Tfeetxng 
— NO —MILITARY X_OTHER: TT -, •, 

NAME 

T e l e p h o n e # : 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN STATE , Z i p Code 
VICINITY OF 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION* " L i b e r #~ 
COURTHOUSE. F o l i o # : 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC Records Office Room 601 
STREET & NUMBER 

Baltimore City Courthouse 
_ _ _ _ _ _ STATE 

Baltimore _____________ Maryland 212Q2 

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

City of Baltimore Neighborhood Survey 
DATE _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

1 9 7 7 —FEDERAL —STATE _COUNTY —LOCAL 

SURVEY RECORDS Commission for Historic and. Architectural Preservation 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

Baltimore Maryland 21202 



DESCRIPTION B-2875 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

3C EXCELLENT _DETERIORATED -UNALTERED ^LORIGfNAL SITE 

- 6 0 0 D - R U I N S ^ALTERED - M O V E D DATE 
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

510 Harwood Beaa^presently the Govans ?FW Post #2f>70, is a late Greek Revival Building 
adapted to country, frame house construction. It is two and a half stories tall and 
five bays wide. The gabled roof is trimmed with a bracketed cornice. Between each 
of the six brackets are "eyebrow" or "attic" windows, totalling five in number. H»y 
have one light each and simple frames. Second story windows are double hung with 9/9 
lights and simple surrounds. First story windows, two on-either side of the central 
main entrance, are the same size as the second story windows, and are probably similarly 
designed, though one cannot be sure since their shutters remain closed. The main en­
trance is capped with a flat-topped transom. A one story open porch extends from the 
front facade. It is supported by six bracketed piers. The brackets of the cornice and 
of the porch piers, and the exterior shingles are indicative of the American rural 
adaption of the Greek Revival styling. Several back additions have been made to the 
building. 

Govans VFW Post #2^70 is located on a quiet nineteenth century road that has been 
little disrupted by twentieth century urbanization. York Road is located one block 
to the west. 

• ( 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



SIGNIFICANCE B-2875 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

—PREHISTORIC ARCHEOLOGY PREHISTORIC -COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION 

— 1400-1499 ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION _ L A W —SCIENCE 

— 1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —SCULPTURE 

— 1600-1699 ^LARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

— 1700 1799 —ART —ENGINEERING —MUSIC —THEATER 

_1800-1899 —COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION 

— 1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY) 

—INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES c T f tAn BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

*•" J - u o u Unknown 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

510 Harwood Avenue is the only example of the nineteenth century Greek Revival in 
Govans. It occurred very late in that trend probably because, at that time, Govans 
was only a small rural town, far away from fads and fashion. The shingles and 
brackets of the cornice and porch piers indicate that the Greek Revival styling was 
adapted to a simple American country frame building. 

This building from its beginnings has been used as a meeting hall of some sort for 
Govans residents. In the l860's the building was "Dr. J^gyellett's academy, a 
private school attended by the sons of the unreconstru^^fe Confederates according to 
some of the old villagers. The school was too toney,ffjwfche villagers, however, and 
its history is a little vague". (Lee McCardell, 19a<^^^round the turn of the century 
the building was used as the YMGA of Govans, and duriftg the 1910's one of its rooms 
housed the Govanstown Library. Since the 1930's 5>10 Harwood Road has served as a 
meeting hall for private lodges, first as the Govans Masonic Temple and, presently, as 
Govans VFW Post #2^70. 

The continued use of this, one of the oldest buildings in Govans, will serve as a re­
mainder of Govans1 proud past. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES B-2875 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET_IF NECESSARY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 

VERBAL B O U N D A R T D E S C R I P T I O N ' 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY " 

FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME / TITLE t 

ORGANIZATION DATE 

Commission for Hist. & Arch. Pres. 1977 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

100 N. Holliday Street 396-U866 __ 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Baltimore Maryland 21202 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS. 1106 



B-2875 
Govans Masonic Temple (Dr. Merrellett's Academy, YMCA of Govans, Tuscan Lodge No. 202, Govans 
VFW Post #2570) 
510 Harwood Avenue 
Sanborn Map 1929 (Reprinted 1953), Volume 14, Sheet 1449 



B-2875 
Govans Masonic Temple (Govans VFW Post #2570, Dr. Merrellett's Academy, YMCA of Govans) 
510 Harwood -Read Av/e^ue. 
Block5148ALot001 
Baltimore City 
Baltimore County 
Baltimore East Quad. 






